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1 October 2026

Double Tree by Hilton Brussels City,
3 rue Gineste, 1210 Brussels

8:30-9:30 | Welcoming coffee and registration
9:30-9:45 | Welcome from European Commission
9:45-10:00 | Introductory words

Celebrating milestones: the I3 Instrument at its mid-point
 Welcome from EISMEA

10:00-11:00 | Plenary - I3 Instrument today

Results and future potential under the new MFF

» Keynote

« I3 future overview (DG REGIO)

« I3 Instrument overview by EISMEA (EISMEA)

« Overview of I3 Instrument Support Facility activities and presentation of the Observatory report 2026
(I3 Support Facility)

11:00-11:45 | Coffee break
11:45-13:15 | Panel discussion 1 (Looking back - results)

Building innovation capacity in regions with the I3 Instrument
Moderated by: Susana Elena-Pérez, I3 Support Facility

13:15-14:45 | Lunch & facilitated networking
« Mini matchmaking and speed dating with themed high tables

14:45-15:45 | Plenary presentations (Policy focus)

Future outlook on innovation investment instruments

« Smart and Sustainable Growth (DG REGIO)

= European Competitiveness Fund (DG GROW)

« Interreg Europe

= Innovation Policy & Access to Finance (DG RTD)

Moderated by: Welfgang Miinch, Senior expert, DG REGIO G.01

15:45-16:30 | Panel discussion 2 (Beyond I3 Instrument)

Scaling I3 Instrument results through value chains and regional uptake
Moderated by: Rene Wijlens, EPSI (European Platform for Sport Innovation)

16:30-17:00 | Takeaways & the way ahead
17:00-19:00 | Networking drinks
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