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Choose Europe

• Next MFF to focus strongly on competitiveness priorities
(Competitiveness Fund)

• Support for strategic technologies and manufacturing along
the whole investment journey:

o Innovation – scale up – industrial deployment – manufacturing

• Increased need to mobilise private investments

• Strengthened Single Market
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EU strategic objectives, different
territorial impacts 

Regional conditioning factors

➢ Geography (core metropolitan vs. peripheral/cross-border regions; different connectivity to EU/global 
markets) 

➢ Knowledge and Technological structure (presence of critical technology capabilities; strength of R&I 
ecosystems)

➢ Economic Specialisation (sectoral variety vs. mono-specialisation; traditional vs. high-tech orientation)

➢ Production and Supply Chains (effects of reshoring/back-shoring; risks of resource extraction)

➢ Position in GVCs (up-stream vs. downstream processes)

➢ Institutional Capacity (ability of regional institutions to implement strategies; multi-level coordination)
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Uneven technological capabilities at 
regional level

Source: Buarque et al., 2020                                                                     Source: Bello et al., 2023

AI patents

Green patents
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The implementation 
of the Draghi 
agenda makes the 
case for I3 even 
stronger

Interregional collaboration in green technologies

Source: Bachtroegler et al., 2023
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Cohesion Policy and I3 in 
the future MFF  

Source: Connoly, Aja and Molica, 2025
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• EU Value chains need scale to compete 
globally and increase EU resilience → I3 
aligns regional investments and builds 
stronger,  integrated European ecosystems.

• Value chains are stronger when inclusive → 
I3 ensures SMEs and Less Developed Regions 
contribute as active partners.

EU Value chains and cohesion 
 - why is I3 relevant  



• Regional innovation often remains local and 
disconnected → I3 links strengths into European value 
chains.                                                                                         

• Smart Specialisation strategies risk staying on paper → 
I3 turns them into joint inter-regional investments in a 
novel way.

• I3 is not a top-down plan → it empowers regions, SMEs, 
and ecosystems to create concrete solutions on the 
ground.

I3 Instrument - Interregional 
investments with a purpose



• Will interregional investments continue after 2027? → Yes, 
the Commission’s proposal for National and Regional 
Partnership Plans includes interregional innovation 
investments as Union actions under the new EU Facility 
(Annex XV).

• Will I3 remain strategically relevant? → Yes, it is integral 
part of future investment toolbox proposal.

• Will cohesion stay at the heart? → Yes, I3’s cohesion 
dimension continues, aligning regional ambitions with EU 
priorities.

From I3 success story to new 
framework
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