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> Geography (core metropolitan vs. peripheral/cross-border regions; different connectivity to EU/global
markets)
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> Knowledge and Technological structure (presence of critical technology capabilities; strength of R&I
ecosystems)

> Economic Specialisation (sectoral variety vs. mono-specialisation; traditional vs. high-tech orientation)
> Production and Supply Chains (effects of reshoring/back-shoring; risks of resource extraction)
> Position in GVCs (up-stream vs. downstream processes)

> Institutional Capacity (ability of regional institutions to implement strategies; multi-level coordination)
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Uneven technological capabilities at
regional level Sreen patents

Al patents

Number of Al Patents

Source: Buarque et al., 2020 Source: Bello et al., 2023 1
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Interregional collaboration in green technologies

— within country
cross-bordef

The implementation
of the Draghi
agenda makes the
case for I3 even
stronger

Source: Bachtroegler et al., 2023 1
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% Change in EU NRPP Budget Allocation by Member State:
2021-2027 vs. 2028-2034

-15% 22%

Cohesion Policy and 13 In
the future MFF

eurada

Source: Connoly, Aja and Molica, 2025 1

Interregional
European Innovation
Commission Investments

Instrument



Interregional
Innovation
Investments e

Thank you for your
attention!

Interregional
European Innovation
Commission Investments

Instrument



Interregional
Innovation / //
Investments

Instrument

A

T

A 7
\\\\ 1000010000, 7770

Annual 13 Instrument Forum 2025 \'.\\\1c0*1000010000,9777,%o,

N A 7 ‘0
C)Q'\'\Q'\QO'\’\,\O\ QNOSSSS?SOO 777?77000‘
_ - N7 0" oQY A 0\ 0o 7, 0
24.09.2025 - Brussels, Belgium SN o 520 101 10000100070, 77750
Q NS
o Ao A0 O \0\\\\010000 70000'707 77700<
QQ «\Q ,\Q ,\Q ,\'\Q,\Q \0'\ /\’\ O’\OOOO 700070 77;00

Interregional
European Innovation

e Investments
Commission



. Wolfgang Munch

Senior expert, DG REGIO

Topic: I3 Instrument in cohesion framework

O



EU Value chains and cohesion
- why is I3 relevant

EU Value chains need scale to compete
globally and increase EU resilience - 13
aligns regional investments and builds
stronger, integrated European ecosystems.

Value chains are stronger when inclusive -
I3 ensures SMEs and Less Developed Regions
contribute as active partners.
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I3 Instrument - Interregional
investments with a purpose

Regional innovation often remains local and
disconnected - /3 links strengths into European value

chains.

Smart Specialisation strategies risk staying on paper -
I3 turns them into joint inter-regional investments in a
novel way.

I3 is not a top-down plan = it empowers regions, SMEs,
and ecosystems to create concrete solutions on the
ground.
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From 13 success story to new
framework

Will interregional investments continue after 2027? - Yes,

the Commission’s proposal for National and Regional

Partnership Plans includes interregional innovation

investments as Union actions under the new EU Facility

(Annex XV). )

Will I3 remain strategically relevant? - Yes, it is integral
part of future investment toolbox proposal.

Will cohesion stay at the heart? - Yes, 13’s cohesion
dimension continues, aligning regional ambitions with EU
priorities.
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