
Overall objective and approach 

The I3 Instrument Support Facility Discussion 

Groups (I3DGs) provide a platform for exchange 
between policy makers already actively engaged 

or willing to be engaged in innovation policy and 
interregional collaboration. 

This peer-learning and knowledge-sharing 

space for exploration and innovation in 
policymaking aims to: 

• Leverage on I3 project results 

• Collect examples of good practice in the field 
of interregional innovation investments 

• Enhance capacities of policy makers to 
develop and propose new policy solutions 

supporting interregional collaborations 

Main focus 

Supporting interregional cooperation in 

innovation requires navigating complex 
ecosystems, identifying other regions and 
stakeholders with common interests and 

building on existing networks and boundary 
spanners. 

The purpose of this discussion group is twofold, 
with two objectives that are complementary to 

each other: (1) Identifying key drivers and main 
bottlenecks for the management of a regional 

innovation ecosystem that support the 
implementation of I3 projects. and (2) Shaping 
the base of a management framework for 

regional innovation ecosystems with the 
collection of good and transferable practices for 

the generation and the implementation of I3 
projects. 

The main questions that may arise concerning 
the management of innovation ecosystems in 

the context of the implementation of the I3 
Instrument are the following: 

• What are the key elements of strategic 
alignment and governance necessary for an 
effective management of Innovation 

ecosystem for a good promotion and 
implementation of the I3 Instrument? 

• How can stakeholders from the Quadruple 
Helix better contribute to the design of a 
shared ecosystem management that leads to 

effective promotion and implementation of 
the I3 Instrument? 

• How can the ecosystem management 
contribute to capacity building and support 
for SMEs through the I3 Instrument? 

Scheduled meetings: 

• Kick off (April 2025)

• 2nd meeting (June 2025)

• 3rd meeting (September 2025) 

For further information contact the I3DG Leader 
Mathieu Doussineau
doussineau@efiscentre.eu  

I3 Instrument Support Facility Discussion Groups 

Regional innovation ecosystem management, promoting the entrepreneurial 

discovery process, cluster policies, open innovation platforms & their links 
among quadruple-helix players 

The Interregional Innovation Investments (I3) Support Facility is an initiative by the European Innovation 

Council and SMEs Executive Agency (EISMEA) and the Directorate-General for Regional and Urban Policy 

(DG REGIO). 

It provides support to regional and national innovation stakeholders and public authorities, focused on less 

developed regions and outermost regions, fostering strong interregional innovation ecosystems and 

reinforcing the objectives of the Interregional Innovation Investments (I3) Instrument. 
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